Parish Council Report – June/July 2026
Wiltshire Local Plan
As expected, the withdrawal of the draft Local Plan is already resulting in a “developer free-for-all” across Wiltshire, with speculative proposals emerging.  A proposal for 1,300 homes on farmland between Hilperton and Semington, which could effectively merge the two communities, has been brought forward by Lightwood Strategic as part of a pre-application consultation. In Melksham, Gleeson Land has also submitted plans for a further 275 homes on a site at Blackmore Farm on the edge of the town.

Wiltshire Council has published its proposed timelines for a new Local Plan based on significantly increased housing numbers.  App 2 - Proposed Wiltshire Local Plan Timetable 1.pdf.  This is expected to take around 30 months and will involve fresh evidence gathering, site assessments, public consultation and a new independent examination before adoption before in 2029, at the earliest.  I am very concerned about the potential for increased housing targets for villages in Devizes Rural West, and in particular that the “settlement hierarchy” could be reviewed, meaning that small villages may be allocated formal housing targets.  I will keep you updated on further developments.  Follow up note:  Grass Roots Planning is consulting on a proposed development for up to 50 homes northwest of Worton High Street.  www.worton-proposals.com
Wiltshire Council Finances
Whilst Wiltshire Council has reported an underspend for the financial year 2025/26 of £846,000, I am very concerned about significant underlying pressures.  The Section 151 Officer’s (Finance Director) assessment made clear that the outturn relies heavily on one-off measures and windfall income, while ongoing challenges—particularly in adult and children’s services—remain unresolved.  The Finance & Procurement Select Committee also noted that rising savings risks, declining delivery performance and diminishing returns from cost controls raise serious concerns about the sustainability of the council’s finances. 
Regrettably, the council is increasingly reliant on unsustainable measures, including the use of £35m from reserves.  A credible plan is needed to deliver outstanding savings, accelerate transformation in key service areas and reduce dependence on one-off funding.  Without decisive intervention, these financial pressures will intensify, putting the council’s long-term stability and its ability to deliver essential services at risk.
Devizes Area Board
I am pleased to be elected as Chairman of the Wiltshire Council Devizes Area Board for the coming year. I look forward to working collaboratively with Devizes Town Council, parish councils, and our many valued partners and community groups. The Area Board brings together local residents, councils and community organisations to shape priorities, support initiatives and improve the quality of life across Devizes and the surrounding villages. 
A key priority will be to listen closely to local voices and ensure that our work reflects the needs, concerns and aspirations of residents and businesses across the Devizes community area.  To support this, I am keen to gather wide input on what the Area Board should prioritise in the year ahead. I would therefore encourage everyone to share their views and ideas by completing the short survey  https://surveys.wiltshire.gov.uk/s/uxy6hv.
Tamara Reay

